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MS JANINE PRITCHARD � APPOINTMENT TO STATE ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman � Attorney General) [12.08 pm]: Before I begin my brief ministerial 
statement, I would like to acknowledge the students from Queen of Apostles School in Riverton, who are in the 
gallery today.  

I inform the house that on 3 June 2009, the Governor in Executive Council appointed Ms Janine Pritchard of the 
State Solicitor�s Office as Deputy President of the State Administrative Tribunal for an initial term of five years. 
In accordance with section 112 of the State Administrative Tribunal Act, Ms Pritchard has also been made a 
judge of the District Court.  

After consultations with both the Chief Justice and the Chief Judge of the District Court, it was widely agreed 
that Her Honour�s professional accomplishments to date will put her in good stead to deal with the challenges 
her new position will entail. Having earned a Bachelor of Laws with Honours and a Bachelor of Arts from the 
Australian National University in Canberra, Her Honour then went on to gain her Master of Laws degree, with 
distinction, at the University of London. In addition, Her Honour also has a Graduate Diploma in Women�s 
Studies from Murdoch University. Her academic interests were also evident later in her career when, between 
1993 and 2002 and while working for the State Solicitor�s Office of Western Australia, she taught international, 
constitutional and industrial law at the University of Western Australia, Murdoch University and Curtin 
University of Technology.  

Her Honour�s first position with the Western Australian state government was as professional assistant to the 
then Solicitor-General, Mr K. H. Parker, AC, QC. Two years later, she commenced articles with the SSO and 
was admitted as a barrister and solicitor of the Supreme Court in the same year. During her 16 years with the 
SSO, Her Honour performed a variety of duties. She acted as counsel and solicitor for the state in litigation, 
particularly in the Supreme Court and Court of Appeal. She appeared many times as junior counsel with the 
present Solicitor-General in the High Court of Australia on behalf of the state in constitutional matters, on 
several occasions even presenting the state�s argument to the court. Her Honour also provided legal advice to 
government on a variety of issues, but particularly public law, administrative law, constitutional law, freedom of 
information and privacy law, and industrial law, and in relation to the prosecutions of regulatory offences.  

Aside from her professional achievements, Her Honour has also taken a keen interest in mentoring the next 
generation of lawyers both within the SSO and in her capacity as a member of the Articled Clerk Recruitment 
Scheme Committee of the Law Society of Western Australia. She has also been a member of the Australian 
Association of Constitutional Law, the Australian Institute of Administrative Law and the committee of Women 
Lawyers of Western Australia Inc. 

I offer my congratulations to Ms Pritchard on her appointment as Deputy President of the State Administrative 
Tribunal and wish her luck in the challenges of her new position. 
 


